NCAA scandals haven’t 
made dent in coaches’ pay 


USA TODAY Sports’ annual salary survey shows 
29 making over $3 million this year. In Sports 
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CORONAVIRUS DECLARED A PANDEMIC 


‘We have rung the alarm bell’ 


Europe now the epicenter, WHO 
says, calling it ‘the new China’ 
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More than 100 colleges cancel 
in-person classes, move online 


Chris Quintana 
USA TODAY 


The coronavirus is upending many of 
the hallmarks of the American univer- 
sity experience. This may be only the 
beginning of what is to come. 

In-person classes were canceled or 
postponed at more than 100 universities 
by late afternoon Wednesday, according 
to a list maintained by Georgetown 
scholar Bryan Alexander. Across the 
country, dorms were emptying. Fans 
were banned from sporting events. 
Graduation plans were up in the air. 

Even campuses that don’t have active 
cases of the virus shut down their in- 
person offerings as the virus spreads 
rapidly across the country. 

On Wednesday, Duke University in 
North Carolina, plus the University of 
North Carolina; Georgetown and George 
Washington universities in Washing- 
ton; the University of Virginia; the Uni- 


versity of Michigan; the University of 
Notre Dame in Indiana; and others an- 
nounced they would move to online in- 
struction. 

Also moving to online courses 
Wednesday: the state and city universi- 
ties of New York, which have huge stu- 
dent bodies. SUNY enrolled roughly 
415,000 students in fall 2019, and the 
CUNY system enrolled 275,000 stu- 
dents in fall 2018. 

And the state university system of 
Florida instructed its universities 
Wednesday to move to remote instruc- 
tion as soon as possible. As of fall 2018, 
it enrolled roughly 271,000 students 
across 12 institutions. 

Universities are particularly vulnera- 
ble to the spread of the disease because 
of the close proximity of those who live 
and work on campus for weeks at a 
time. 


See COLLEGES, Page 4A 


Power play would allow 
Putin to rule until 2036 


Kremlin-controlled assembly rubber-stamps 
measure to scrap or reset term limits. In News 


Dow’s Il-year bull run is over; 
S&P barely avoids bear territory 


nursing home at the center of the state’s 
coronavirus outbreak, to begin cleaning and disinfecting the facility. At least 19 people have died there. TED S. WARREN/AP 


Testing in US ramps up, 
but new problems arise 


Some labs running short of kits, 
components as demand soars. 3A 
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At least 30 cruise ships 
are heading to USA 
More than 100,000 passengers 
could risk being left in limbo. 5A 
Dow in bear territory 
after 1,465-point drop 


“This is the swiftest fall from grace 
l’ve ever seen,” one analyst says. 1B 
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from NCAA 
tournaments 


Men’s and women’s 
basketball contests 

will go on as scheduled, 
but arenas will be empty. 
In Sports 
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San Francisco, Seattle ban large 
gatherings to protect public health 


John Bacon 
USA TODAY 


On a day when the coronavirus offi- 
cially became a pandemic, Americans 
faced yet another phalanx of uncertain- 
ties Wednesday as communities 
throughout the U.S. reported rising 
death tolls, dozens of colleges suspend- 
ed in-person classrooms, stocks plum- 
meted again and the 
NCAA shut fans out of the 
upcoming March Mad- 
ness tournament. 

The World Health Or- 
ganization said early 
Wednesday that the time 
has finally come to call 
the virus what it is: a 
global threat, or pandemic. But it 
stressed that the outbreak is far from 
being out of control. 

“We have rung the alarm bell loud 
and clear,’ WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said at a 
news conference. “We cannot say this 
loudly enough, or clearly enough, or 
often enough: All countries can still 
change the course of this pandemic.” 

Among the changes sweeping the 
United States: 

I The NCAA took a bold step and an- 
nounced that no fans would be allowed 
into arenas to watch the famous March 
Madness tournament. The decision will 
cost one of America’s favorite sporting 
events tens of millions in lost revenue. 

i The Dow dived another 1,465 
points in what analysts say is likely to 
begin a bear market that could last 
weeks or months. 

i The financial picture for Ameri- 
cans is getting so rough that the Trump 
administration is weighing extending 
this year’s April 15 deadline for filing 
income taxes to soften the impact of the 
coronavirus outbreak on households 
and businesses. 

I More than 100 colleges - among 
them Harvard, Stanford, Princeton, 
Ohio State — have suspended in-person 
classrooms in favor of remote learning. 

The global death toll rose above 
4,500 and the number of confirmed 
cases exceeded 121,000. 

The U.S. death toll climbed to 31 and 
the number of cases rolled past 1,000, 
federal health officials said. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention Direc- 
tor Robert Redfield told a congressional 
committee that the virus has spread to 
at least 38 states. 


See PANDEMIC, Page 4A 
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Weinstein sentenced 
to 23 years in prison 


“I may never see my children again,” 
disgraced mogul tells courtroom 
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‘Varsity Blues’ scandal: 
How to restore trust? 


One year later, six leaders 
reflect on lessons learned 


Chris Quintana 
USA TODAY 


As shocking as the Varsity Blues 
college admissions scandal seemed to 
everyday Americans, with its accusa- 
tions of bribes, faked athletic creden- 
tials and falsified test scores, it came 
as even more of a surprise to college 
presidents. 

Beyond the sheer scale of the fraud 
- millions of dollars allegedly funneled 
to athletics staffers, coaches and test 
proctors — was what it said about their 
institutions. 

Colleges, especially elite ones, have 
long viewed themselves as places 
open to anyone, where promising stu- 
dents from any background can find 
support to learn, grow and prepare for 


successful careers. 

What if none of that was true? If it 
was mainly the rich and famous gain- 
ing access to America’s top schools, 
how open were they, really? 

Many Americans, it became clear, 
were convinced the college admis- 
sions process was rigged, and the only 
way to get a leg up was to cheat. 

A year later, six leaders of some of 
the country’s most selective colleges 
say they, too, have been questioning 
the fairness of college admissions. 
They take responsibility for some of 
the public’s mistrust of higher educa- 
tion. But they also say Americans’ 
obsession with being the best in all 
avenues of life is partially to blame. 


I USA TODAY interviewed six 
presidents of selective colleges 
to see what has changed in higher 
education since the admissions 
scandal — and what hasn’t. 6A 


ELECTION 2020 


JOSHUA A. BICKEL/USA TODAY NETWORK 


Biden increases lead; 
Sanders will fight on 


Former Vice President Joe Biden 

had a big night Tuesday, carrying 

key states and further outpacing 
Democratic rival Bernie Sanders in the 
delegate race. Biden took Michigan, 
the night’s biggest prize, as well as 
Idaho, Mississippi and Missouri. 
Sanders won North Dakota; Washing- 
ton was still too close to call as of late 
Wednesday. The Vermont senator 
vowed to stay in the race, saying 

he is the best candidate to beat 
President Donald Trump. Story, 2A 


